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our time, how many Zimris are there in our generation? And yet you 
are raising a clamor!” 


One time they had to call a fast, but it did not rain. R. Joshua carried 
out a fast in the South, and it rained. The Sepphoreans said, “R. 
Joshua b. Levi brings down rain for the people in the South, but R. 
Haninah holds back rain for us in Sepphoris.” 


They found it necessary to declare a second time of fasting and sent 
and summoned R. Joshua b. Levi. [Haninah| said to him, “Let my lord 
go forth with us to fast.” The two of them went out to fast, but it did 
not rain. 


He went in and preached to them as follows: “It was not R. Joshua b. 
Levi who brought down rain for the people of the south, nor was it R. 
Haninah who held back rain from the people of Sepphoris. But as to 
the southerners, their hearts are open, and when they listen to a 
teaching of Torah they submit [to accept it], while as to the 
Sepphoreans, their hearts are hard, and when they hear a teaching of 
Torah, they do not submit [or accept it].” 


When he went in, he looked up and saw that the [cloudless] air was 
pure. He said, “Is this how it still is? [Is there no change in the 
weather??? Forthwith, it rained. He took a vow for himself that he 
would never do the same thing again. He said, “How shall I say to the 
creditor [God] not to collect what is owing to him.” 


R. Zeirah in the name of R. Haninah: “What will the truly great men of 
the generation do? For the community is judged only by what the 
majority does. 


“For we find that all those thirty-eight years that the Israelites [in the 
wilderness] were as if they were excommunicated, [God] would not 
communicate with Moses. 


“This is in line with that which is said, ‘So when all the men of war 
had perished and were dead from among the people’ (Deut. 2:16). 


“What is written thereafter? “The Lord said to me’” (Deut. 2:17). 


R. Jacob bar Idi in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “What will the truly 
great men of the generation do? For the community is judged only by 
what the majority does. 


“For so we find that if the people of Israel on Mount Carmel had not 
said, ‘The Lord, he is God, the Lord, he is God’ (1 Kings 18:39), the 


